To Kill a Mockingbird – Study Guide
Know the meaning of dynamic, static, round, flat, and stock characters.
Chapter 1 Be familiar with the setting of Maycomb and the significance of how it is described.  Chapter 1 also establishes that this novel will be a coming-of-age story (Bildungsroman) in which the protagonist (Scout) matures and grows.  She tells the novel from an adult point of view with a child’s eye – called a Persona.
Theme of bravery is introduced as the kids think that touching Boo Radley’s house is a form of bravery.

Chapter 2  Scout goes to school.  Miss Caroline explains to Scout the deficiencies in her education.  Know what she said and understand the significance of the education that Scout is receiving in school.  Be able to explain why Atticus is not a typical parent.  Scout’s real education occurs outside of school.  Be able to explain why that is so.
Chapter 3 Who said, “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view… until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” Why?
The issue of femininity is discussed throughout the book.  Make note when you see it.
Chapter 4 and 5 Scout comments on how Dill can tell the biggest stories she has ever heard.  Be able to recognize Dill’s imaginative stories.  Many of his stories re-create his life to make it sound more interesting.  Understand the significance behind his stories which he explains partly in Chapter 14
Chapter 6 and 7
Prejudice first appears in these chapters.  Find evidence of prejudice and begin to trace the theme of prejudice as it appears in the novel.  Could Jem and Dill’s morbid curiosity in Boo Radley be considered prejudice?  Truth becomes obscured with Dill’s explanation about Jem’s pants and Mr. Radley’s comments about the tree’s knot-hole.  The confusion in the chapters continues as Jem and Scout try to understand who folded up Jem’s pants and who is leaving them gifts.  Consider who is responsible for the pants and gifts and what is the motivation or reason?  The theme of bravery is further developed in the chapters – remember to trace this theme as you read the novel.  The theme of feminity

 emerges as Jem and Dill imply that Scout’s behavior is girlish.  Scout explores what it means to be a girl throughout the novel.  Make notes on the theme of feminity as you read.
Chapter 8 and 9 are important chapters.  Maycomb gets snow.  Know the symbolism and underlining meaning of the snowman.  The snowman is a mixture of mud and snow – why is this important?   Everything that Scout believes about the world is turned around.  She even thinks the world is ending with the snow.  What does this chapter tell you about Boo Radley?  The heat of the fire contrasts with the intense cold (Parodox)  How does this symbolize the defined sides in the upcoming trial and conflict?  Neither fire nor cold are common in Maycomb and the community must look at situations from a new perspective to survive.  Do the children mind if Atticus defends a black man or do they just mind the comments?  Why does Atticus decide he has to take this court case?    What does Uncle Jack learn in this chapter?  Is he a dynamic or static character?
Chapter 10 and 11  At the beginning of chapter 10, would you say that Jem and Scout are proud or not proud of Atticus as their father?  How does their view change and why?  What does the mad dog symbolize?   The dog is a friend in the town, but something is wrong with the dog even thought he appears to be normal just as the town appears to be normal.  What sickness has invaded the town?  Tim Johnson is a bird dog.  Why is this significant?  The title of the novel is explained in Chapter 10.  Know and understand the explanation.  Also note that Finch is the name of a bird.  The novel is full of bird imagery.  Make sure you have marked the bird imagery throughout the novel.  Who are the mockingbirds in this story?  Make a list of those characters.  Chapter 11 is about Mrs. Dubose.  Atticus tells his children that she “was the bravest person I ever knew.”  Why?  The children are learning a new concept of bravery.  What did they learn? 
Chapter 12 and 13 Calpurnia begins to refer to Jem as Mister Jem.  What significance does this hold?  Scout says he has a “maddening air of wisdom.”  What does she mean?  The children visit Cal’s church.  Find a quote that shows how Cal thinks of Jem and Scout as her children.  How does Lula react to Calpurnia bringing the children to the church?  How does Reverend Sykes and Zeebo react?  How many people in Cal’s church can read?  What does this suggest about the education provided for the black population in Maycomb.  Aunt Alexander comes to visit and what does she tell Cal as she enters the house?  How does Jem react?  What is Aunt Alexandra’s reasoning behind coming to live in Maycomb?   Scout is still struggling with the issues of femininity and what it means to be a girl.  Who says, “It’s time you started bein’ a girl and acting right!”  Who says “behaving like a little lady and gentleman that you are.” Who thinks that “there is some skill involved in being a girl”?  Who said that it is best that “you have some feminine influence.”?  Why does Dill run away?  How does Jem reveal that he is growing up and leaving his childhood ways behind by the way he handles Dill’s appearance?  
Chapter 15 and 16 Why does Sheriff Tate come by the house?  Why does Atticus go to town?  What does he think will happen to Tom Robinson?  Why does Jem refuse to leave Atticus? How do the actions of Atticus and Jem demonstrate their bravery?  Later, is Atticus angry at the men who were at the court house, why or why not?  How does Scout break up the mob?  In Chapter 16 the trial begins.  Jim Crow laws create separate entrances, restrooms, and drinking fountains for black people.  Where do they sit in the courtroom?  How do the children feel about sitting in the balcony?  Who is Dolphus Raymond and what do we learn about this character?  Explain where Dophus Raymond’s children belong in Maycomb’s societal order?  Who said, “around here once you have a drop of Negro blood, that makes you all black”?  What is the significance of this statement?  In chapter 16 we gain some insight as to why Maycomb is upset with Atticus.  Although he was appointed by the court to this case, one of the spectators says, “Atticus aims to defend him.  That’s what I don’t like about it.”  What does this statement mean?   
Chapters 17-20 Heck Tate takes the stand and claims that a doctor was not called to the scene.  What is important about his testimony?  Bob Ewell takes the stand.  What is your impression of him?  What is his tone?  Mayella takes the stand.  Why does she think Atticus is making fun of her?  What is physically wrong with Tom Robinson that would make it impossible for him to have committed this crime?  Tom is called to the stand.  What is the difference between his tone and the tone of the Ewell’s?  When Tom is cross-examined he says, “I felt right sorry for her, she seemed to try more’n the rest of ‘em.”  Why was his statement a fatal error?  Why do you think the Ewells’ have accused Tom of raping Mayella?   The jury is made up of white men.  Who says, “if you fine fancy gentlemen don’t wanta do nothin’ about it then you’re all yellow stinkin cowards.”  How does this statement affect the minds of the jury?  Why do you think Tom ran from the Ewell property if he did not do anything wrong?   Harper Lee describes Mayella as being like “a steady-eyed cat with a twitchy tail.”  Tom Robinson is just trying to make Mayella’s life more enjoyable, much like song birds make our life more enjoyable.  Tom Robinson is one of the mockingbirds in the novel, and Mayella Ewell is like a cat stalking her prey. We also learn that race is not the only divide in Maycomb society.  Scout says about Mayella, “white people wouldn’t have anything to do with her because she lived among pigs; Negroes wouldn’t have anything to do with her because she was white.”
Chapters 21 – 23 What does Jem think the verdict will be in the trial?  How does he react to the verdict?  Miss Maudie says, “I thought, Atticus Finch won’t win, he can’t win, but he’s the only man in these parts who can keep a jury out so long on a case like that.”  What is the significance of this quote?  How was Atticus’ defeat also a victory?  Who says, “Miss Jean Louise, stand up.  Your father’s passin’.” Why does he say this and what is the significance of this request?  What was Atticus’ reaction to being spit on by Bob Ewell?  What does this tell you about his character and how does it add to the theme of bravery?  Why does Bob Ewell threaten Atticus?  At the end of Chapter 23, Jem explains the Maycomb Caste system to Scout.  He says, “I’ve thought about it a lot lately, and I’ve got it figured out.  There’s four kinds of folks in the world.”  What are the four kinds of folks?  Later Scout says, “ Naw, Jem, I think there’s  just one kind of folks.  Folks.”  What does she mean?  Why does Jem decide that Boo Radley stays shut up in his house?  How does Harper Lee, the author, suggest that women who don’t question their assigned roles are as oppressed as African Americans?  What kind of “lady” do you think Scout will grow into?  
Chapters 24 -26 What are the two women in Scout’s life who never expect her to act in a particular way and accept her for who she is?  How does the Missionary Society meeting use Christianity as a validation of prejudice?  What makes the Missionary Society meetin ironic?  How is Scout’s teacher, Miss Gates, attitude ironic as well?  Miss Gates says, “Jews have been persecuted since the beginning of history…” yet Miss Gates is oblivious to the persecution of whom? How does Scout react to Tom’s death?  How does the town react to Tom’s death?  Mr. Underwood wrote in the Maycomb Tribune that Tom’s death was like “the senseless slaughter of songbirds…”  How does this add to the themes of the book?  Why do you think Tom made a run for escape?  Why does Jem stop Scout from killing a bug?  
Chapter 27-28     These two chapters are the climax of the story.  Why?  What happens to Tom’s widow, Helen?  Why is Bob Ewell so angry?  What happens on the way home from Scout’s pageant?  Who saves the children?  
Chapters 29-31  Who killed Bob Ewell?  What does the Sheriff Tate decide to do? Scout says that charging Boo Radley with murder would “be sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird.”  How does this statement show that Scout has matured in the novel?  How has Jem changed in the novel?  How does Scout act like a lady when she takes Boo home?  

